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N Epiſtle to all the Chriſtian Magiſtrates and pow- 
ers in the whole Chriſtendom, and Profeſſors, and 
Teachers, and Chriſtians, that witneſs the end 
of the Law, and the Levitical Prieſthood, and con- 


| Feſs Chriſt Jeſus the ſubſtance, the reſt of the people of Bod 


the ſubſtance , the Sabbath, that ends the day, which was a 
fign; and likewiſe, that owns the Doctrine of the Apoſtles: 
To ſuch I ſay , that owns Chriſt Jeſus the ſubſtance and his 
Doctrine, and the Apoſtles Doctrine; I ſay, do not perſe- 
cute one another about dayes, Sabbatk-dayes, Holy-dayes, 
Feſtival-dayes, Faſting-dayes, orin meats or drinks, which 
the Kingdom of Heaven ſtands not in,butin power ; for the 
Sabbath which che Lord gave unto man, a ſign to man, and 


the Creation, Ox and Aſſe; fix dayes, the Lord ſaith, ſhalt 


thou labour, the ſeventh thou ſhalt reſt, and keep holy to 


the Lord; Which ſeventh day, he that did tranſgreſs, was 


to be ſtoned to death, read Numb. 15. 36. And every one 
chat did not keep the Sabbath, but did work therein, hould 
be cur 'off from among the = hs ſo according to the Law 
of God, which was given forth , that they ſhould keep the 
Sabbath day, which 1s the ſeventh day, which ye keep Mar- 
kets and Fairs on, in moſtof the chief Towns, and chief 
Markets of the Nation, ye are all by the Law of God to be 
cut off; for-this Law was given to the Children of Iſrael, 
this Law and Commandement, which was a Covenant, a 
perpetual Covenant, and a ſign between the Children of 
Iſrael and the Lord for ever; the Children of Iſrael found a 
man gathering ſticks on the Sabbath day, the ſeventh day, 
on which ye way Markets and Fairs , and they brought him 
unto Moſes the chief Magiſtrate, and unto Aaron, and unto the 
Congregation, and they put him in Ward, for it was not 
revealed what they ſhould do to him; & the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, the man ſhall be put to death, and all the Congregation 
ſhall ſtone him with ſtones; Now if ye go according to the 
Law of God, which ye do pretend, and keep Markets and 
Fairs „ and buy ing and ſelling , and your work upon thoſe 
MI A 2 dayes,, 
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trary to the Law of God; Axe not ye dead men all by the 
Law of God, and men to be ſtoned. to death, according to 
our own Judgement ? as ye may read Numbo15.'354 36. 
The Law of God which is for the vreakers of the Sabbath 
day, the ſeventh day , which was not for the firſt day of the 
week; And ye do not read that there was any puniſhment 
by any Law-for working upon any other dayes, but for the 
ſeventh day, the Sabbath day, which God gave as a fign and 
a Covenant between him and the Children of Iſrael, before 
Chriſt was come into the fleſh, the ſubſtance of all ſigns; 
Do you own Chriſt come in the fleſh z the ſubſtance that ends 
the ſigns, that perſecutes people fabout the Sabbath? 
Are ye not according to the Law of God to be ſtoned to 
death, not to ſtrain their goods, but ſtone them to death 
that tranſgreſs the Sabbath day? And did not the Prophets 
cry out often when the Children of Iſrael had tranſ d 
the Sabbath, and broken the Sabbath, and kept not the ſe- 
venth day? they did not cry out againſt them for working 
on the fix dayes; And have not ye broken the Sabbath, and 
keeps Markets and Fairs upon it? And the Sabbath was not 
— to the Gentiles from the Lord, but if the Gentiles and 
rangers came among the Jews, they were to reſt within his 
Gates that had the figure, and his man- ſervants, and his 
maid- ſervants, and cattel, it was a n and a Covenaut be- 
tween God and the Children of Iſrael, of the everlaſting reſt 
of Jews and Gentiles, and the whole Creation, 'Chrift je- 
ſus the reſt, and the giver of reſt; Now the Gentiles ; the 
your was not to ſtone them to death that kept not the Sab- 
bath without them , fix dayes the Children of Iſrael was to 
gather Manna, the ſeventh they was to reſt from ga- 
thering their meat, and if they did gather it, it ſtunk; 
Now * you gather your meat on the Sabbath day? 
And ha N not ye broken the Law of God? And are ye not 
finding fault with others that breaks the Sabbath? But 
where was any Sabbath dayes commanded by Chriſt or the 
- Apoſtles to be Lopt by the Chriftians , if not, to fine or im- 
priſon them, ſhew me that Scripture', that Chriſt or the 
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Covenant of God 


this do&rines of men, and Commandements of men, to 
ſet up a Sabbath-day, and your -own precepts which are 
taught, and no Scripture can ſhew of Chriſt or the Apoſtles 
for it; And Nebemiab the Tenth, If the pecple of the Land 
bring wares or any victuals on the Sabbath day to ſell, they 
was not to buy it of them on the Sabbath day, rhe Holy day; 
Now do not you ſell viftuals on the Sabbath day, open your 
ſhops on the Sabbath day, and drive your cattel to the Mar- 
kets on the Sabbath day, the ſeventh day, and ſet open your 
ſhops of all ſorts”, which by the Law of God was to dye, to 
be ſtoned to death; and will you perſecute or impriſon, and 
fine ſuch as open their ſhops on the firſt day, one of the ſix 
dayes? Who gave ye this Law? Where is it written in the 
Scriptures by Chriſt or the Apoſtles, that profeſſeth the ſub- 
ſtance is come that ends the Sabbath, the Jews Sabbath? 
Then men ſhould be fined , or perſecuted for working on the 
fix dayes; Did not they prophane the Sabbath in the tenth 
of Nebemiab, that bought victuals on the Sabbath day, and 
fiſh, and ſuch as trod the Wine-preſs? Theſe polluted the 
Sabbath day, the ſeventh dey, and broke the Law of God; 
Do not ye reap down your Corn on the Sabbath day, the 
ſeventh day, till your ground, and buy your wares, and 
meat, and ſell it again upon the ſeventh day, which was the 
Lords Sabbath, which was a Covenant and a Law between 
him and the ſews, and death to the tranſgreſſor, to be cut 
off and ſtoned to death? And ſo was not there a Command 
among the Jews, that the Gates ſhould be ſhut up when it be- 
gan to bedark till after che Sabbath, that no burden ſhould 
go in or out, that no Merchant or ſeller of any kind ſhould 
{ell that day among them; Now this Law was among the 
Jews, but not among the Gentiles, it was not given to the 
Gentiles; Did not Iſgiab cry againſt them that polluted the 
Sabbath, the feventh day, but not the firſt day, 1/aiah 56 ? 
The Lord ſaid to Ezekiel, they greatly have polluted my 
Sabbath, and ſo broken his Commandement 3 he did not 
ſay, they have polluted the firſt day, and they walked not 
in his Statutes , ſee 20 of Ezekiel; So they that wrought , * 
and do work upon the Sabbath day, the ſeventh day, pro- 
phaned 3g, and broken the Statutes of God, 12 Ezekiel and 


13 Ezekiel; Now the Jews that had the ſign , as kept the 
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" _ _  - them, the ontward ſews; Now Chriſt when he came, the 
ſubſtance, they accuſed him to be a Sabbath-breaker and his | 
Diſciples, who was the everlaſting Covenant of God that en- | 
ded the firſt , that Covenant of the Sabbath day Chriſt the 
reſt; Now Chrnffpdid not bid the Jews take his Diſciples 
and ſtone them to fleath, when they plucked off the ! of 
corn, when they were walking up and dowu Sabbath dayes 
journeyes, they was not fined or impriſoned, or goods 
ſtrained by the Jews, as the Chriſtians do now, ſuch as go up 
and down to the ſervice and worſhip of God; for the Jews 
: * ſajd, it was not lawful for the Diſciples to gather meat, to 
gather corn on the Sabbath day; And Chriſt asked them, 
whether they had not read what David did when he eat of 
the ſhew-bread , Matth. 19. 4, 7. and was blameleſs? And 
what the Prieſts did in the Temple, and was blamelels ? 
Andtold them again, that he the Son of man was Lord of 
the Sabbath, that he had power, which was as much as to 
ſay, his Diſciples were blameleſs, and did not find fault with 
them, nor did not rebuke them; And the Jews did not ac- 
cuſe Chriſt, for doing any thing on the firſt day of the week, 
nor the Diſciples; And then after the jews had accuſed 
/ Chriſt and his Diſciples. for plucking ears of corn on the 
-|| » Sabbath day; and then after Chriſt himſelf healed a man 
on the Sabbath day, they accuſed him as a Sabbath-breaker, 
ſee 12. Matth, and 2. Mark, and ſo he ſaid unto them, was it 
not lawful to do good on the Sabbath day? And this is juſt 
now like our Profeſſors and Teachers, and corrupt Magi- 
ſtrates, that will perſecute friends that go to Meetings, to edifice FR 
one another in the things of God, on the firſt dayes, and 
tell them that they break the Sabbach , and the-Jewes laugh 
at them, and know that that was never commanded., and 
they keep Markets and Fairs on the ſeventh day, which. was 
the Sabbath day, the Covenant between God and the Jewes; 
Which Covenant Chriſt the everlaſting Reſt, ends; And 
thoſe Jewes who wereſo mad about the outward day, and 
did not know the, everlaſting Covenant Chriſt Jeſus * 
they took up ſtones to ſtone him, as ye may read the 8th 
of Fohn z and the Jewes ſaid, it was not lawful for che 
man that was heated to carry his bed upon the Sabbath day; 
[ow the Law had forbidden the carrying of burthens, dreſ- | 
ing os fest, and kindling of freon the Sabbath day, the 
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firſt Covenant between God and the Fews. But the ſecond 
Covenant was come, the Lord of the Sabbath, that healed,” 
that gave reſt, and ſaid take up thy bed and walk; Is the day 
made for the man, or the man for the day ? Is the man above 
the day, or the day above the man? The Son of man alſo 
is Lord of the Sabbath, Therefore the ers went about to 
ſlay him, and perſecuted him for doing good on the Sabbath 
day, the ſeventh day. Not the firſt day, as the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates do now, Fines and perſecutes ſuch as go to the 
worſhip and ſervice of God on the firſt day, an d ſets open 
their ſhops and keeps Markets, and Fairs on the ſeventh 
day, the Sabbath, and keeps them ſhut von the firſt day. 
The Jews ſought to kill-Chriſt becauſe he had not onely bro» 
ken the Sabbaths day but that he had made himſelf equal 
with God,ſeeFob.6.And this was a great crime accounted, that 
he who was the ſubſtance broke the Sabbath day, which was 
the ſeventh day, which the world calls Saturday, the Hea- 
then calls it Saturday-, and all the Chriſtians that be in the 
Heatheniſh nature; and Fryday, and Thurſday, and 
Wedenſday, and Tueſday, and Monday, that day they 
worſhip the Moon ; and Sunday , that day rhey did worſhip 
the Sun. Here is the old Heathens Nature, and names, that 
knew not God nor Scriptures, nor the Law of God. For 
they are onely the Heathen , not Chriſtians nor true ems, 
that calls the dayes, Sun, and Moon, and Twes, and 
Woden and Thur. and Fryday and Saturns day; for 
the true Chriſtians ſaid firſt day and ſecond day, &c. to the 
ſeventh, and that they call Sabbath, the Fews. But the falſe 
Chriſtians they call the firſt day of the week Sabbath , which 
they call Sunday; (and Moonday) the Chriſtians that is in 
the Heatheniſh nature fince the dayes of the Apoſtles, as 7 
may read in the Almanacks. And ſo ye may ſee how after the 
e , to whom the firſt Covenant was, the Sab- 
ath , the ſign outward of Chriſt the everlaſting Covenant, 
John 7. And they ſaid this man Chriſt he was not of God, 
and a {inner , becauſe he kept not the Sabbath,; therefore 
was a inner. Jobn g. 16, Chriſt Jeſus the Covenant 'who 
came to end the firſt Covenant and the day, he that did 
give reſt whg was the everlaſting Covenant of God, between 
; God and vt people, ſtrangers, Jews Gentiles, and thereſt MF. 
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Chriſt the ſubſtance of the 2 the everlaſting Covenant, 
though the firſt was given, not to the Gentiles but onely to 8 
20m as cople, re ant the Covenant of God between 
im and them, which was to obſerve a day, which was a 
ſign of the everlaſting Covenant Chriſt Jeſus, ſo Chriſt ho 
was the Covenant of God that gave reſt unto the Creation, 
did not ſet forth to the Chriſtians that they ſhould keep ano- 
ther Sabbath day, and impriſon, ſtrain the goods of ſuch as 
went up and down to pou meetings to worſhip God, or 
as laboured on the firſt day of the week. He did not ſet 
up Lawes co oppreſle the Creation , but he brake them, and 
ended the Law, and the firſt Covenant, Chriſt, who Rules 
himſelf, and hath all power in Heaven and Earth given unto 
him of the Father. | 
And now all ye Chriſtigns, Teachers, and Magiſtates and 
Profeſſors; If ye will have a Sabbath, and cry up a Sabbath, 
ye muſt offer on the Sabbath dayes two Lambs of the ſirſt year 
without {pot , two tenth deals of flower for a meat-offering 
mingled with oil, and a drink-offering thereof. And this is the 
burnt-offering in every Sabbath, beſides the continual burnt- 
offering, and drink offerings. So where is your offerings, if ye | 
will have a Sabbath;why do ye not cry up offerings as well as A 
the Sabbath? why do ye not cry up the day, and do none 7 
of the work that is to be done on the day, Numb, 22.5, c. 
1 Cbron. 23. Burnt- offerings and ſacrifices untothe Lord, in 
the Sabbaths, in the new-Moons, and ſo why do ye not ob- 
ſerve the burnt- offerings, and the ſacrifices, you that pre- 
tend to obſerve Sabbathes ? And why not new-Moons, and 
the ſet. Feaſts,according to the Commandment of the Lord 
continually before him? for they that was to oblerve the 
Sabbath, was to obſerve the ſacriſices by their Numbers, ſee 
2 Chron. 2. Solomon that build; an houſe to the Lord, Dedicated 
to him, and burnt before him {weet incenſe continually, 
ſhew-bread , with the burnt-offerings morning, and Even- 
ing upon the Sabbaths, and their new Moons, and chis 
was an Ordinance for ever to Iſrael. And now if ye profefle 
the Sabbath, the children of Iſraels Sabbath, and leave the- 
burnt-offerings,and rhe continual ſhew-bread,ye may as well 
leave ſabbaths , as leave the work Forthis was the work of, 
rofelle ſabbaths , Je may af 
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well profeſſe new-Maons, and the folemn Feaſts, 2 Chivon.s. 
Solomon even after a certain rate every day offering according 
to the Commandment of M5ſes, on the ſabbath; ſo ye that 
be chief Magiſtrates , like Solomon (chat will have yonr ſab- 
bachs, and bring not your offering) ye muſt offer, and ſo wg 
Chriſt come in the ficlh , the Covenant of God, and the re 
of his pcople: for ye which makes ſuch ado about ſabbaths, and 
per{ccuting others about ſabbaths Neb. ip fee what was there; 
The (hcw-bread, continual wzat-offerings, continual burnt» 
offerings of the ſabbaths, and new Moons, & ſet Feaſts, ſo you 
that will have ſabbaths, muſt have the Fewiſh Law, and the 
burnt-offerings, and to maintain them, elſe all people will 
laugh at you, to cry up the one, and not the ocher viz. the 
meat-oftzrings, and burnt-offerings. And was not thoſe of- 
ferings held up by the Auchority, the higher Power, ſo well 
as the ſabbath, the meat- offeriugs and burnt offerings ? ſo 
if yehold up the one, ye muſt hold up the other, and ſo de- 
ny Chsiſt come in the fleſh. And lee in Ezek, 46.4. The burnt- 
erings that the Princes ſhall offer unto the Lord on the ſab- 
bath day, ſhall be ſix Lambs without blemilh ; and the meat- 
offering ſhall be an Ephah for a Ram, &c. No here is the 
Princes work the Rulers and Magiſtrates, that cry up a ſab- 
bath, to offer ſix Lambs, burnt-offerings, &c. ſo now ye 
Princes, ye Magiſtrates, ye Rulers, where is your Lambs 
without blemith ? a figure of Chriſt, to offer on the ſabbath, 
dayes, which was a figure of Chriſt? likewiſe a frgurevof 
the reſt. And why L us Magiſtrates, and Teachers; why 
have have ye the ſabbath, and not the offerings ? why nog the 
one, as well as the other? What a doubting and diſton- 
rented Religion is this? and Jumbled, and confuſed, to 
take part, and leave part; ſo the Sabbath day, and the 
Princes offering, the Lambs upag it , was before Chriſt came 
in the fleſh, A figure as ye may read, and this is for the 
Magiſtrates and Princes that perſecutes others about the 
Sabbath; and yet they themſelves do not according to the 
Sabbaths commands and Ordinances, to bring the Rams, 
and Lambs. jeſus went up and down teaching on the Sab- 
bath day, the Apoſtles went up and down teaching on the 
ſabbach day, and we never read that the Fews -and the 
Magiſtrates , did perſecute them, which was the ſeventh 


bey did, on the ſeventh dayes, 
dayes., ot the firſt dayes; And do not the Jeu: 
Chriſtians for uot obſerving their — , their ab» 
bath dayes} Thereforeſaith the Apoſtle, no man”) 
ou in mcats, and drinks, or in reſpect of ſabbath days, ſor 8 
is Chriſt; be was the ſubſtance: for the will worſwppers, 
and int rudexs int rude into theſe things which they never ſau, 
but negle& the body, and hold not the head; But te the ſa- 
. of the ſleſh run to the obſerving of dayes, and f& the 
would live in the ſhadowes, and not hold the head z there 
is the worſhip, and worſhippers, of Angels. And ye never read 
that the A pake to the Gentiles to bid t hem abferve a ſab» 
bath, and keep a ſabbath; we never read that any was perſe- 
cuted for doing the thing that wes good dn the f tſt day „ the 
eighth. day after the ſabbach; But we read chat were 
ſianed ta deach, and put to death, for working upon the ſab- 
bath: day, which is the ſeventh day, which ye keep Markets and 
Fairs on, and on that day doch moſt work. Aud when there 
was a cout roverſie amongſt the Romanus about dayes, the & 
file ſaich, 6 gy one day — 5 — 
eſteems avery day alike , let every man t re he fully per- 
ſwaded in be own mind; Mark here ye Teochess,Prodefioes 
aud ye Magiſtrates, the Apoiile doth not tell ye, that ye ſhould 
fine him, or impriſon bim, but let every man he per- 
ſwaded in his own mind. And he that regardeth a day, xt» 
regardeth it unto the Lord, and he that regardeth not the dax 
to the Lord, ragardetch it not, ſee Ram. 14. J. 6· Likewiſe be that 
tateth, eateth- ta the Lord, for he giveth God thanks, and - 
be that eat eth not to-the Lord, he eateth not, and giveth Gad 
thanks 3 But why doſt thou Judge thy brother, aud ſet him 
at nought about eating, and about 
the Magiſtrates. and Profeſſors, why de ye fine your ren 
about dayes ? Why do you Judge them, and ſet them at 
nought . let us not Judge therefore one another, but rather 
j we put not a ſtumbling block before oui bretſirem 
For tha 
ul 
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dayes. And fo: we ſay to 
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God non ircometh not with obſervation, gut follow the things * 
of God which makes for peacegand edifies which are out of ſha- 
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dowes, and ends them. And he, that man, or woman that dork 
eſteem one day above another day, muſt not judge him that 
doth not eſteem a day, aud he that doth not regard a day, but 
eſteems every day alike , muſt not judge him that doth eficem 2 
day, what firſt day & ſabbath day all alike? muſt nat ſuch a man 
be fined and impriſoned (or woman) by that man that eſteems 
one day above another? Nay, for the Doctrine is, thatevery 
nian be fully perſwaded in his own mind, and not to judge one 
another about dayes, for the body is Chriſt; And he that is 
come to him , is come to the Wiſdom of God, that was before 
dayes was; Ye obſerve dayes (ſaith the Apoſtle) Gal. 3. and 
Monerhs,and times, & years, &c.I am afraid of you, leaſt I have 
beſtowed upon you labour in vain ; What is not the Apoſtles la- 
bour, & Epiſtles all beſtowed on you in vain ? that obſerve days, 
and perſeeute others that will not obſerve dayes ? Did not the 
Apoſtles tell the GaStians that they were bewitched that went 
into Circumciſion „ and oblervation of dayes, and Monthes, 
and years ? And what, are not all you bewirched now that ob- 
ſerve dayes, and Monthes, and years? And the Apoſtles labour 


is in vam on ye all beſtowed, and his Epiſtles. Now if ye — 
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that- was in the Iſland Pathmos upon the Lords day, te 


me which is not che Lords day, whether firſt, ſecond, third or 


fourth,&c. whecherall be not the Lords dayes? Now if ye ſay, 
the Saints met together on the firſt day of the week (which 
Chriſt riſe on) we own that; and ſo we donieet together on that 
day, Adds 20.7. 1 Cor. 6. 2. but the Apoſtles did not give a Law, 
that the firſt day of the week ſhould be called a ſabbath, and 
they ſhould be fined, and impriſoned, that laboured in the 
thing that was good,needful chings;now if ye call it a ſabbath, 
then ye muſt be croſſed as the Fews was, if ye make an idol of 
it. The Lord God in his power (cotheexalting of his Son, who 
is che reſt of his people) will confound your ſabbath which ye 
have made and invented; who calls the firſt day ſabbath, and 
ſay they muſt do no work that day, and yet many of ye will 
hardly go to your worſhip (on that day) without horſes draw- 
ing of you in your Coaches, And your Cooks labour that day, 
and drefſeth meat far money on that day; Bur if auy man open 
his ſhop that day, he mult be fined , or impriſoged which is 
ſar meat too (and for money) pow what confulon is this? Is 
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hundreds of pouuds hath 


chat roſe on t he ſirſt day of the week, they met t 


there ic more in that) and 


. g (1 1 1 thy 
not the Cook working for money, 2 the other working for mon y 
all one? And — working tor mony by carrying le in 
their Sedans to their worſhiptand have not the Parliament ſat on 
the firſt day, which ye call the ſabbath day, to do the Nations 
work ? Therefore now that people ſnould be ſo ſcrupling , cal 
ling the firſt day ſabbath day, ch is not proper. And how many 
— taken from the — called 
Quakers for travelling to their meetings on the firſt day, and 
how many 100 l. doth your Prieſts get on that day, and have as 
much for that dayes work to maintain their families the whole 
week,is not that his ſhop and Market day , which the Apoſtate 
Chriſtians calls ſabbath, ho have had their goods taken away, 
horſes taken away, hundreds of pounds worth for their going to 
meetings to the worſhip and ſervice of God ? and nowhere in 
the Scripture it doth ſpeak , that the firſt 44 of the week is 
the ſabbath day, nor gives it that name. Nor di give forth 
Ordinances that they ſhould be fined, and impriſoned , ud 
their goods ſtrained for going to meetings on that day, or if 
any one did other things on that day; Which ſome af your 
Tradſmen may labour and get money on the firſt day (your 
ſabbath day, and others muſt not Dreſſe meat for money, aud 
others — not ſell meat for money, which be things that be 
neceſſary and commendable ; And therefore if one thing be 
tollerated, and yet do not another, ye tranſgreſſe your own fab» 
bath, they were not( the ems) to = their meat ou that day, 
ye gather your meat on that day. They were not to make fire, on 
the ſabbath, ye make aſire on your ſabbath. They were nor tobear 
a burthen on that day; ye are carrying burdens, your women in 
their Sedans, running up and down with your meat from the 
Cookes ſhops, and drawing of your Coaches up and dowu about 
the ſtreets, that people can ſometimes hardly paſſe up and down 
for them; ſo the — day was the ſabbath day where the 
Ordinance of God was, that no manner of work was to be 
done on it; The firſt day Chriſt riſe on, who ended the Jem, 
ſabbath and that Covenant, and was the ſubſtance of chat figure 
to the whole Creation, to the man- ſervant, and maideſervant, 
and ſtranger. And the Chriſtians that believed in him (Chriſt) 


bd day Chriſt riſe on; he appeared cn hem, Chong 
ay Chriſt riſe on, he appeared am them, (tho „ 
i ſo they Apoſties did net give forth _ 
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before dayeswas, in which is no ſhadow 
15, Aus Gould 
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ay one anather about ſuch things; be that did 

ſhould live in peace 3 For one chat was not come 
— and he that was rome to ſee the end of dayes ; 
Rand orfall co his own Maſter, the Spiric that 
free, Chriſt that made them free, and not to Judge 


_ 


every une 


. or lay à ſtemibling block before his Brother; As the hard- 


hearted Chriſtians now will ſine and impriſon one another a · 
bruc day cs; They that do obſerve a day one above another, they 
will Judge, and tine and impriſou them that acrount day 
alike, and ſo they will not ſet him ſtand or fall to his on Ma- 
ſter, and will not own che Apoſtles Doctrine, but throw it away, 
ho ſaith, they ſhould not Judge one another about ſuch things. 
So alt Friends of the Lord God, chat be moved to fer 2 
alſe 


Bur all 


Anti-chriſt, the Dragon and his authority, falſe — 
falſe church, lawes and authority, fat homing this by power 


er enjoyed, and 
ſtanee as they did poſſeſs, which brings to the beginning 
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Aul told the Counſel & the Magiſtrates when he yas before 

them, Men end Brethren, I have lived before God im all - 
good Goniience until this day, and — — ye call He- 
refie,. foworfhip Ithe God of my Fathers, ae * 
which are written inthe Law and the Prophets, and have hope 
towards God, which they themſelves allo allow, chat there 
ſhould be a Reſurrection of the dead, boch of che Juſtand the 
unjuſt, and herein do I exerciſe my ſelf, to bare of Cotte 
Fcience alwayes void of offence , La towards Cod and to- 
wards man, ſee Ad. 24. 6. Now when che Apoſtle came to 
exerciſe himſelf, to have alwayes his Conſcienoe void of of- 
fence towards God and towards men, then did the Magiſtruti 
and Connfels and the kran him, when he be- 
gan to keep his Conſciente void of offence rowardsGod aj 
towards men; Neither diu they perſecute us, until ue came 
to exerciſe our ſelves towards God and towards men, not re- 
yarding day nor ſha dos, but the ſubſtauce Chriſt who ends 
all types, and preached Chriſt the ſubſtance to Jews and Gen- 
tiles; So that was a thing to the Magiſtrates, to the 
to the Principalities and to the els, to the Jewes; to the 
Prieſts, the Temple and the Tithes, che firſt Covenant and * 
the Offerings, the ſhadows , the Types, they turned againſt 
the Apoſtle, who was come to the exerciſe of himſelf, tu have 
his Conſcience void of offence, c. Now mark ye Magiſtrates, - 
What have ye to do with Conſcience? And whathave ye to- 
do with Paul, and them that exerciſe themſelves to keep al- 
wayes a good Conſcience void of offence towards Cod and to- 
wards men? What have the Jewes Magiſtrates and the Com _ 
ſel, and the Heathen Kings and Magiſtrates ro do wich the A« * 

e, who exerciſed himſelf to have a good Conſcience to 
— ovoid of offence, &c. and what have they to da wich 
him now? And then — begin 401 3 — ye do not 
read it before chat t ecuted him (the Magiſtrates) until 
uy eoms ro exerciſe Wel to have a eee. 
offence, xe. Then was he perſecute e Magiſtrates, the 
Jews Magiſtrates and Counlel, and H it i 
to this da; for ye never medled 
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\ hte Lords motiey 
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are 
Then doch 
men, rage cruelly per ſecute, baniſh, whip, ſtone, ſtock, 


the 
turn 
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to Uſury, and to improvement, and come to that which ex- 
4 to keep their Confrience clean, and void of offence to- 
wag God , and towards man, towards the righreous God , and the things 
righreous towards men, and forth their everlaſting Salvation; 

ſtrates , Kings , Profeflors aud Pricfts begin ta be like mad 
oach- , 
mock , when men come to exerciſe their Conſcience towards God ts haves 
void of offence , &c. And that hath been the overthrowing of Nations, o- 
verthrowing of powers, when they left the Law that is Juſt, ro keep down 
tranſgreſſion, envious perſone, and man · ſlayets, and ſuch as be the deſtroyers of 
the Creation , and left-fuch , and — themſelves agaiaſt ſuch as exerciſed 
1 * to keep their Conſcience void of offence, c. And then did they 
n from the power of God, and turned againſt God, and turned themſclves 
againſt rhoſe that exerciſe themſelves to have alwayes a good Conſcience void 
of offence towards God, &c, And ſuch endures grief, and ſuffers wrongfully 
for Conſcience ſake towards God, are buffered for no fault, and ſuch as do ſo, 
raking it patiently, ate thank - worthy, 1 Per, 2. 19. And ſuch they ſpeak evil 
of, as evik-doers, as have Conſcience z And ſuch are r acculed.s 
as have their good converſation in Chriſt Jeſus, that ſuffer for well ings ſce 
1 Pet. 3. And fach as draw nigh unto God wich a true heart , in a foll aſſu» 
range of 'Fairh , having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience , and our. 
bodies waſhed with pure water, Heb. 10. And ſach comes to witneſs the blood 
of Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit offered up himſelf without ſpot un- 
to God, purging their Conſciences from dead works, to ſerve the living God; 
Then ſuch as be in the dead works perſecutes, that have the evil Conſcience, 
perſecures them that have their Conſciences deanſed, Heb. 9. Therefore faith 
the Apofile, I thank God whom 1 ſerre (from my Fathers.) with a pure 
Conſcience, 2 Tim. 1. 3. holding the Myſtery of faith in a pure Conſcience ; 
here was the Apoſiles, the Saints Teſtimony, 1 Tim, 3, ' But ſuch now pro- 
feſſors, that profeſs God (in words but in works deny him, their Conſciences 
are defiled; And they are them that ſay,while they are upon earth their Con- 
muſt be defiled , while they are upon earth, and ſo have not the 
th, nor piece for it ʒ the living Faith in which it is held, the pure Con- 
jence. the end of the Commandement is Charity, our of a pure 

. and a Conſcience and Faith unfeigned , in which Conſcience this 

jth is held; And thoſe were them that were perfecuted, having Faith and 

1 good Conſcience, which ſome have pur away, and of ir made ſhip-wrack , 
1 Tim. 1. And ſuch as ſpeaks lyes i hypoctiſie, having their Conſciences ſea · 
red as with a hot Iron, 1 Tim, 4. And ſuch now which have put a good Con- 
ſcience away, they cannot hold the Faith, and choſe forbid meats, and drinks, 
and matriage , and follows the fables ;* And theſe be them that be in hard- 
neſs of heart, and turns againſt them that have a good Conſcience; Now we 
knowing the terrour of the Lord perſwade men, but we are maniſeſt unto 
God, I truſt alſo are manifeſt in your Conſciences, 4 Cor. 3. Having tenoun- 
ced the hidden thiugs of darkneis and diſhoneſty, not er. , 
nor handling the Word of God deceitſully, but in che manifeſtatian of the 
troth commending our ſelves to every mans Conſcience in the fight of God , 
2 Cer. 4, Re. For our rejoycing is this, the Teſtimony of out —— 7 
that in city , and godly ſincetity, not in the fleſhly wiſdom but in the 
e of God We have had our converſation in the world Kc. 2 Cg. 1. 


* 


; 1 
1 


And the Sacrifice could not make per 
Therefore when the Sacrifice, Chriſt Jefus, that ends the other 


makes ct the Conſcience in which rhe Myſtery of Faith is held, Heb» g. 


For if the comers to had been — by the offer 
no more Conſcicnce of fin, the worſhi 


there had been 
ppers once — ook have no more 


Conſcicuce of fin , but by theſe Sacrifices year it was remembred | 
| Heb to. And ſo while they lived in the Sacrifices, 8 — 
of good things to come, living in the word:, out of the the power. they will 


perlecute the good thing v hen it is come, as the Magificates and 
Chriſt and the A poſſles and Saints; If a man bid thee to a feaſt, 


did 


thou be 
diſpoſe d to go , whatſoever is ſer before thee, thou maiſt eat, kia õο Quee * 


ſion ſor Conſcience ſake ; Eur if they ſay it is oſſeted to an Idol; ent nor 


for his ſake that ſhews it thee , and for Conſcicnee ſake , for the earth q 
Lords, and the fulneſs thereotz Conſcience I ſay, not thine own 4 bur of - 
Conſcience # Nou 


the other, for why is thy liberty udged of another mans 


here is the ſtare, now where the Conſcience is pure, where the Myſtery of 


Füth is held and things pure to it, which deſtroyes Idols; And where the 


Conſcience i de filed, ad not pure, whoſe minds yet be in the Idols, fuck; 


Friends muſt take heed of coming too nigh them, leaſt they imbolden 


eat choſe things that will harden an evil Conſcience; And\rehavbeig th 
evil Conſcience will perſecute, where it is not made pure, ſuch as haveas ev * 


Conſcience to Idols will perfecute them that do exerciſe themſelves to have a: 
good Conſcience towards Cod, which the Myſtery. of Faith is held in; 8 


where this evil C-ofcience is, that will eat things offered to idols, there they 


be weak, and is defiled, and this is for went of knowledge; Now chat 
which muſt give them the know ledg-, the light of che knowledge of the glory 
o G d in the face of Chriſt je ſus, is the light that ſhinev in their heart, to 
bring them to eat of the Offeting, Chriſt eius, of his fleſh , and drink of his 


blood; And here in the light which gives the knowledge, they fee Chrift the 
Avthour of their Faith, which is held in the pure Conſcience, are them 


as pertaining to the Conſcit nee 3· Y 
+7 ſacrifice that 


#- . 


that are come to the exerciſe of themſelves to have alwayes their Conſcience ©? 


void of offence toward God, & And no to go along with him caring things 
offered to Idols, for thoſe are Heathens indeed, and weak and difiled 
indeed , and for want of knowledge indeed, that cats of the offerings > 
offered unto Idols , they eat not ot the offering Chriſt Jeſus: Aud theſe ba» © 
from the light which ſhould give them the knowledge, Sce 2 C:7.4 2.3.4  Far'- | 
our rejoycing is in the teſtimany of our conſciences , that in ſiwplicity 2 


/ godly ſincerity , aad u t in the fleſhly wiſdom 3 Now mark, aud take yotice ! 


Here is the Saints rejoycing in the teſtimony of theit conſcienets 


nor in 


godly ſiacerity ; not in the teſtjmony of a good conſciencewol 44 pure c 


ience 3 bur their rejoycing ſtands in the teſtimony of an evi} 
while they are upon carthythey mult have ſia iu it, & thoſe are the 
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Gmpli- © 
city. and god y fincerity, and nor in the fleſbly widom; and his d-ffers ſrom 
the world whoſe rejoycing is in the ficſhly wiſdom,” navio ſunpliciry, 7 


There 
you's down them heathen 


doth 

the. traaſs 
: onely for 
for kn the 
lake ſubjoct. 
aw, did 


And 
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And ye may ſee the Apoſtle who did exerciſe his conſcience, to keep is void 
af offence atwayes towards God. c. brought the emo, and Gentiles here, and 
bo theMagiſirates was in a rage againſt him, and called him a peſtilent fellow, 
mad one that turned the world down, and a mover of (edition, a 
ing · leader of Se&s, and a mm not fir to live upon the ea ch, and how the Apo» 
ſtie confeſſed before Magiſtrates, and Rulers, and Rings, how he exerciſed him» 
ſilt ro hare his conſcience void of uſſence, ce. now. was he ever. petſecuted, 
till he cave to that confeſſion ? Aud dd ye ever perſecute any till they come 


5 co chat conſelſon ? | 
n 8. f. 
reimen 
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